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deficient explanation, which renders much of the book more 1

or less unintelligible, and to such an extent as to be a serious 1

flaw. But that notwithstanding, we have here a valuable I
contribution to a difficult and comparatively neglected line ’
of study to which all students of the mechanism of speech speech 
will hereafter have recourse and from which much useful
information and many illuminating hints may be drawn both i
by medical men to whom the phenomena of speech are I
symptoms and by teachers of languages to whom they are I
items in "the daily round, the common task." i

La Bastro-enterostom’ia, Metodi Operativi, Indicazioni,
Risultati. (fastro-enterostomy, ’ITetTtods, Indications, and
Results.) Da Dott. ARISTIDE MATT6LI, chirurgo primario,
direttore dell’ Ospedale Civile di Tolentino. Con 65 figure
intercalate nel testo. Roma: Societa editrice Dante
Alighieri di Albrighi Segati e C. 1903. Pp. 330. Price
7.50 lire.

THERE is no operation on the stomach which is of more

importance than gastro-enterostomy. It is now the opera-
tion which is preferred in the greater number of the diseases
of the stomach which come under a surgeon’s treatment and
yet it is comparatively new. In 1881 W&ouml;lfler started to per-
form a pylorectomy for a malignant growth of the pylorus,
but found that the tumour was so. extensive and adherent
that it was not possible to remove it. Nicoladoni, who was
assisting at the operation, suggested that an anastomosis

should be made between the stomach and the small intestine.
This was done and the patient recovered from the operation
but died four months later from cancerous cachexia. At

first only performed for irremoveable growths of the pylorus
gastro-enterostomy has now come to be employed for many
other conditions, and Dr. Matt&ograve;li gives 11 conditions for the
relief of which it may be performed. They are malignant
disease of the pylorus, oicatricial contraction of the

pylorus, narrowing of the pylorus from extrinsic causes,

syphilitic or tuberculous disease of the pylorus, congenital
pyloric stenosis, gastric ulcer, ulceration or narrowing of
the duodenum, hour-glass stomach, gastroptosis, gastric
dilatation, and severe dyspepsia. An operation applicable
to so many conditions deserves careful study and the author
has collected in this volume an account of all the methods

which have been employed ; he also gives very elaborate
statistics of the operation. In all he has collected 1028

cases, of which 819 recovered. Dr. Mattoli has had 17 cases
of his own and all of them were successful. The work is

very thorough and is by far the best treatise on this valuable
operation, though, unfortunately, it is only available to those
who can read Italian. We may mention that the printing of
the book is excellent.

An Atlas of Illzcstrations of Clinical Medicine, Surgery, and
Pathology. Compiled for the New Sydenham Society
(a continuation of the ’’ Atlas of Pathology"). Fusciculus
XV. (Double Number), or III. and IV. of the New Series :
Xanthelasma and Xanthoma, with special reference to
their association with Functional and Organic Diseases
of the Liver. Plates A to M and XCII. to XCVIf.
London: The New Sydenham Society. (Agent, H. K.
Lewis.) 1902. Price to non-members 1 guinea.

itie l’jew oyaennam society nas aone mucn useiui worK.
It has issued an excellent Atlas of the Diseases of the Skin
and also one on Pathology and a valuable Lexicon of
Medical Terms, in addition to a very large number of
translations of important foreign works on medicine. It

has now commenced a very great undertaking : it intends to
issue a large atlas containing illustrations of disease as seen
in the living patient and this will, it is hoped, "constitute
a guide to diagnosis of great value to the practitioner in all
departments of our profession." The double section before
us contains illustrations of xanthelasma and xanthoma. The

general practitioner may be inclined to ask of what use to

him is a series of plates illustrating xanthoma which he is
hardly likely ever to see. There may seem at first sight
some justification for such a question, but on reflection it
will be seen that it is of great importance to be able to
recognise xanthoma easily because it is frequently associated
with diabetes and it may lead to an examination of the
urine when no symptoms point to diabetes. Thus one who
could diagnose xanthoma might be able to diagnose diabetes
early, while many would fail to detect the diabetes because
they had not recognied the xanthoma. We urge all
members of the profession to subscribe to this valuable

atlas ; no one could fail to learn from it, for the eye learns
more readily and retains more firmly than the ear. The

plates are excellent ; 14 of them are in black and white
and eight are coloured.

The Chemical Changes and Produets resultingftont Fermenta-
tions. By R. H. ADERS PLiMMER, D.Sc. Lond. London :

Longmans, Green, and Co. 1903. Pp. 184. Price6s.

FERMENTATION has afforded a very interesting theme for
study and the subject has developed enormously during the
past decade. It means now something more than the mere
conversion of sugar into alcohol by means of yeast or yeast
metabolic products, yet we may be pardoned for pointing
out that the name had its origin in the boiling appear-
ance of grape juice during its conversion into wine.

Dr. Plimmer has presented us with an admirable essay
which though not volumincus conveniently and accurately
summarises our present knowledge of the subject and
his book is valuable because it brings into review in

relatively small scope the upshot of the numerous researches
that have now been made. As fresh discoveries come to

light our preconceived ideas have of course to be modified.
No better instance of this can be cited than the discovery
by Buchner of a soluble ferment or enzyme existing in

yeast which can set up alcoholic fermentation in saccharine
fluids. The change was previously regarded as solely the
result of the life of the yeast cell. We should have thought
that Dr. Plimmer would have referred more fully to Buchner’s
work, whereas in point of fact he makes quite slight refer-
ences to it. Considering how radically Buchner’s work is
calculated to alter cur views as to fermentative change
being produced by the living organism and not by the
enzyme which it secretes this aspect of the question
might have been dealt with much more fully than has
been done. This does not, however, detract from the
value of the work as expressing the position clearly and
concisely at the present time. Dr. Plimmer sums up this

position as follows : (1) That the active agent in all cases is
a living organism ; (2) that this organism sets up either by
its own metabolism or by bodies secreted by, or excreted

from, it changes in substances of different constitution- e. g.,
carbohydrates and albumin ; (3) that these changes are
principally hydrolytic and that some are oxidative and a few
are reductive ; (4) that the results of these changes are
generally simplifications of the original body ; and (5) that
in certain cases synthesis occurs. At the end of the volume
there is an excellent bibliography as well as a complete
index of authors.

LIBRARY TABLE.

The Buildi’llg of the Body. By ALBERT BROADBENT.
Manchester : Albert Broadbent. 1903 Pp. 119. Price 2s. 6d.
-This little book, which purports to deal with "the develop-
ment of health and strength and prevention of disease by
wisely selected food," begins with a completely unnecessary
marshalling of evidence to prove that the food of a nation is
important to the nation. It goes on to give specimen diets,
of which three-quarters are vegetarian and all are faddy,
and closes with a note of personal experience, a eulogy of
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nuts as food, and a string of figures purporting to show the
chemical composition and nutritive value of food. Mr.

Broadbent, it appears, suffered for ten years from

biliousness, "so much eventually that his friends said he
had cancer of the stomach." Some months ago, he informs

us, he added to a diet "largely makeshift-white bread,
potatoes, and a little butter "-a fourth meal" of not more
than four or five ounces bread and butter and a simple
beverage eaten immediately before retiring." Apparently-
we say apparently, for Mr. Broadbent is not a pellucid
writer-his symptoms of cancer have abated and the

"dandruff which he had has vanished." " It would be

easy to quote from this book passages to show that Mr.

Broadbent has no particular qualifications or knowledge
justifying him to aspire to instruct the public on such a
topic as the prevention of disease by diet.

ne Dentists Register. London : Spottiswoode and Co.
1903. Price 3s. 4d.-The Dentists Register for 1903 shows
that the names of 46 L7 dentists now appear on the official
roll. Of these 2106 hold qualifications from the different
corporations-viz., from the Royal College of Surgeons of
England (1243), the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
(421), the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh (274),
and the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow
(168) ; while 2466 practise upon their declaration that they
were in bon&acirc;.fide practice of dentistry before July 22nd,
1878. The small residue of names are those of dentists I

practising in right of medical degrees and diplomas and 1
of dentists with colonial or foreign degrees. It will be J

seen that the number of dentists practising upon diplomas ]
obtained by examination now amounts to over 45 per cent. of i
the total number of the roll.

Health and Home Nursing. By FLORENCE L. MATHER.
London : James Clarke and Co. 1903. Pp. 122. Price ls. I

-The articles of which this book is composed have I

appeared in serial form in the Newcastle T6’eekl,y Ckroniclt. t

We can understand that for publication in such form s

they were very well fitted, and on the whole we think t

that they are worth re-issue in a volume, for although their a

information is very elementary and is contained in books u

already published, still it is put in an extremely clear t1

and readable manner, while the large extent of ground li
indicated by the title is covered as far as essentials are t]
concerned. a

.it n English Handbook to the Paris Medical School. By
A. A. WARDEN, Visiting Physician to the Hertford British
Hospital, Paris. London: J. and A. Churchill. 1903. Pp. 74.
Price 2s.-The design of this little book is to enable the

&eacute;tranger to find at once the post-graduate or special medical
work that he has come to Paris to pursue, and as it is written
on a very comprehensible and orderly plan it should prove
very useful. All the more important hospitals of Paris are set
out, the names of the medical staffs are given, together with
their special subjects, and the hours when they operate or
lecture. A daily diary is compiled for the post-graduate
student from this information, while information is added

about various museums and libraries. Lord Lister and

Professor W. W. Keen testify in prefatory letters to their
belief that Dr. Warden’s little book is wanted and we agree
with them. The information is often asked for and it has

never been available before.

The Indian Medical Service, Past and Present. By
Surgeon-General W. B. BEATSON, M.D. London : Simpkin,
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent, and Co. 1903. Pp. 59.-Surgeon-
General Beatson, late Deputy-Surgeon-General of the Lahore
Division, has republished in book form an interesting
article upon his distinguished service which appeared last
year in the Imperial and Asiatic Quarterly Revie,7v. He
tells the story of the early ships and chirurgeons of the East
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by Gabriel Broughton, surgeon of the ship Hopemell, to his
country when he asked as a reward for his medical and

diplomatic services at the Moghul Court liberty for the

English to trade free of duty with Bengal. Broughton’s
talents and self-sacrificing zeal must always be regarded as
having laid an essential part of the foundation of our Indian
Empire. Other famous members of the Indian Medical

Service whose exploits are narrated in full are J. Z. Holwell,
the historian of the Black Hole," and Surgeon Fullerton,
the survivor of the Taka massacre. Surgeon-General
Beatson’s pamphlet ends with a comparison of the present
and past position of the officers in the Indian Medical Service
in which he speaks words of unstinted praise of the service ,

as "the best paid and best pensioned medical service in the
empire." " We refer our readers to our report of the annual
dinner of the Indian Medical Service for obvious evidence
that the whole service does not share Surgeon-General
Beatson’s rosy view.

Le l’raitement de la Constipation. Par Dr. FROUSSARD.
Paris: J. B. Bailli&egrave;re et Fils. 1903. Pp. 95. Price 1 fr.
50 c.-In this little book the author has summarised modern

knowledge of a common symptom in various pathological
conditions with considerable shrewdness and neatness; but
It is difficult to see how such a subject as constipation can
3e advantageously considered by a medical man as a separate
;ntity having even the most general rules of treatment, local
)r hygienic. The public, at whom Dr. Froussard’s lessons

nay be aimed, can learn both from the author and from a
)reface supplied by Dr. Maurice Soupault that indiscriminate
elf-drugging with purgatives is useless and dangerous.
The Mother’s Guide to the Care af Children in Sichness and

7’ealth.-By Dr. LYDIA LENEY. London : C. Arthur

’earson, Limited. 1903. Pp. 253. Price 3s. 6d.-Dr. Lydia
,eney is well qualified by her appointments to write a small
ook to be of use to mothers who living in rural districts or
parsely populated colonies need a practical guide to which
1ey can refer in cases of illness or accident until medical
id can be obtained. Of course, when a practitioner takes
pon herself or himself the responsibility of giving advice
> laymen the difficulty must be faced of how much to tell.
.ow in spite of the simplicity of Dr. Leney’s language and
ie absence of pathological theorising, a considerable
nount of medical knowledge is, to our mind, often required
I follow her teaching. This may lead to difficulty.

i
JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.

International Clinias. A Quarterly of Illustrated Clinical.
Lectures and specially prepared Articles on Medicine, Neuro-
logy, Surgery, Therapeutics, Obstetrics, Paediatrics, Patho-

logy, Dermatology, Diseases of the Eye, Ear, Nose, and
Throat, and other topics of interest to students and prac-
titioners. By leading members of the medical profession
throughout the world. Edited by HENRY W. CATTELL,
A.M., M.D., Philadelphia, U.S.A. Vol. III., Twelfth Series,
1902, pp. 306; Vol. IV., Twelfth Series, 1903, pp. 312.
London: J. B. Lippincott Company. Price 10s. 6d. per
volume.-This interesting quarterly is hardly as well known
in this country as it deserves to be. Each year four
volumes are published and each volume contains a large
number (from 25 to 30) of clinical lectures on important
subjects delivered by well-known. hospital surgeons, not

only of the United States of America but also of many
other parts of the world. For instance, in one of
the volumes under review there are a lecture on the Treat-
ment of Urticaria by Professor Hallopeau of Paris; one on

1 THE LANCET, June 20th, 1903, p. 1761.


